
1 | P a g e  

 

  
 

September 2020                                        Newsletter          gcrh.org.au 
 

From the General Manager’s Desk  

Just so everyone is aware, I will be off for a few weeks 

due to surgery. 

Lyn will be working some extra hours, while I’m away 

to cover Monday’s & Fridays. So, you will still be able 

to contact the office each day. If not attended, leave a 

message and Lyn will respond when she can. 

If it is something of an urgent nature, then contact 

Brenton or Stephen on the after-hours number. 

I’m hoping that I will be back on deck in November. 

Covid-19 Update 

GCRH’s handling of the restrictions regarding the 

residents has not changed. We continue to follow the 

protocols that have previously been advised. This will 

continue for the foreseeable future. We remind 

everyone, to advise us if you have a positive test or 

are quarantining. 

In April we determined not to attend to smoke alarm, 

aircon filters or hot water valve checks. However, 

these will be done in October as normally scheduled. 

We continue to receive regular updates from the 

Office for Ageing Well. Most of the updates are 

already in the public domain. However, if there is any 

information that is important to our residents outside 

of the regular news cycle, we will provide you with it. 

If you have any questions regarding the current level 

of restrictions or protocols, please  contact the office. 

Annual Residents Meeting – All Villages 

The Residents Annual Meeting will go ahead and be 

held at the Hewett Centre on Wed 28th October 

commencing at 10.30am. We have moved it to ensure 

that we can observe the Covid-19 distancing 

protocols. 

All residents will soon receive the audited village 

statements for 2019-20; this will occur after the final 

sign-off at the October Board meeting. 

 

 

The statements are provided in a consolidated 

version covering All Villages. We remind you that if 

you have a question to ask at the annual meeting, 

please provide them in writing to the office seven days 

prior to the meeting. Plus, you are welcome to contact 

the office if you have any queries. 

No Services Fee Increases: 

One positive note that we can advise, is that The 

Board has now determined that the Services Fees for 

2020-21 will remain at the current levels. 

This has been brought about mainly by the Covid-19 

cash boosts that we have received from our staff 

PAYG payments. The Board has agreed to use this 

boost to support all residents over the next 12 months. 

Village Unit Inspections 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, the Governor Daly 

inspections have now been delayed until the first half 

of 2021.  

We then plan to complete Governor Gawler Village in 

late 2021. These dates are all subject to any 

restrictions in force due to Covid-19. 

If you have any urgent items you would like inspected 

prior to these dates, please contact the administration 

office. 
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2020 Social & Information Events 

We have put most of the social events on hold for 

now. The only function to go ahead will be:  

Wednesday Oct 28th: Annual Residents Meeting 

Annual Residents Meeting will be held on Wednesday 

28th October at 10.30am. It will be held at the Hewett 

Centre, 28 Kingfisher Drive, Hewett. 

Due to Covid restrictions, we will not be serving 

morning tea. We will set up the room to follow social 

distancing protocols. 

Residents Christmas Party Cancelled 

Annual Residents Christmas Party has been 

cancelled. We are quite disappointed, but the issues 

of food preparation and serving protocols are a 

concern and could pose a risk to both residents and 

staff under the current restrictions. 

Christmas Hamper Draw! 

The good news is that we will still do a Christmas 

Hamper draw in December. All residents will be 

included in the draw. We will advise the winners 

directly and announce them in the December 

newsletter. 

We are hoping that 2021 will bring an easing and 

allow us to re-commence some functions. 

 

GCRH 50th Anniversary Supporters 

A reminder to everyone of the support we have 

received from our Anniversary Sponsors: 

50th Anniversary Gold Partners 

A & D Blinds 

Blackwell Plumb & Gas 

Climbing High Tree Services 

George Family – Supporting the Anniversary Book 

Mitre 10 Gawler 

Solomons Flooring – Gawler 

50th Anniversary Silver Partners 

Country Kitchens – Willaston 

Dynamix Signs 

Gawler Lock & Key Service 

Northern Chill Airconditioning 

Property Lane Images 

Trimboli Services 

Community Partner - Town of Gawler 

From the Board Table 

The Board met in August and following is a summary 

of some of the items: 

Covid-19 Response –  

• Report on Covid-19 protocol implementation. 

Subsidised Entry Report –  

• Annual review of Subsidised Entry pricing. 

• Ongoing Payment agreement price of $100 
per week plus Services Fee. Increases to this 
amount linked to review of pricing. 

Marketing Committee –  

• Marketing Budget presented and approved. 

• Discussion on terminology for new Elimatta 
agreements. 

New Maintenance Vehicle – 

• New vehicle has been purchased. 

• A trailer with cage to also be purchased. 

27 Tod Street Unit 1 –  

• Refurbishment estimate updated. Estimate on 
sale value - $240,000. 

New James Martin Units & Lot 2 Building – 

• Final quotes are being finalised with 
Fairmont’s. Approval given to begin building of 
the first two units.  

• Lot 2 (aged care building) development; next 
stage of getting costing estimates for stage 1. 

James Martin Village Electrical Meters –  

• Solar panel grant application unsuccessful. 

Finance Committee – 

• Final Budget for 2020-21 approved.  

• No Services Fee increases for 2020-21. 

• Increase to Capital Maintenance Fund 
estimated expenditure. 

• New auditor, Grant Martinella first attendance. 

Ongoing Payment Agreements 

An update on the new agreement type for a limited 

number of units in Elimatta Village. 

These agreements will be still issued under a 

Licence Agreement like all other Subsidised Entry 

contracts. In lieu of a $55,000 ingoing contribution 

the resident will pay a weekly fee of $180. The fee 

consists of the $80 per week Services Fee, which is 

paid to the village funds; plus, a $100 ongoing 

payment which is paid to GCRH. 
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The resident will also pay a $2,000 deposit, which 

will be held ‘in Trust’ and refunded when they vacate 

the unit; subject to any exit fees payable. 

Residents with these contracts have the same 

requirements and obligations as other residents.  

James Martin Village Units to Proceed 

As mentioned in the Board summary, we will now 

proceed with the building of the first two units along 

the new roadway at James Martin Village. The units 

will back onto the southern boundary; with the first two 

starting next to the existing garage. 

We are currently finalising the plans, but they will be 

three bedroom units, with a large living area, which 

will open onto an alfresco area. The bathroom will 

have two-way access and include a second toilet and 

large, easier access shower. They will have an 

attached garage with internal access; plus a rear roller 

door for access to the backyard.  

At this stage, the construction won’t commence until 

the new year. More information, including pricing of 

the units will be provided once they are started. Keep 

an eye on our website or future newsletters for 

updates. 

Current Villages Vacancies 

Elimatta Village: 

Unit 1, 27 Tod Street: 

The unit features a lounge/dining area, two bedrooms 

& a mezzanine floor, suitable as utility/office space. It 

has a good size new kitchen, which will have a 

‘butler’s style’ walk in pantry. It has a refurbished 

bathroom/toilet and a large laundry. There is a three 

quarter enclosed double carport, which also has room 

for guest parking in the driveway. It also has large 

enclosed front courtyard, with verandah; great for 

entertaining. It is undergoing a major refurbishment - 

Priced at $239,950. 

 

 

Dawes Village: 

Unit 1, 3 Lyndoch Road: 

This unit has just become vacant. It will have three 

bedrooms and a study/utility room. Features a large 

L-shaped lounge/dining area. Main bedroom will have 

a new large sliding door robe, with plenty of shelf & 

hanging space. Separate laundry and split unit rev 

cycle air conditioning. Has an excellent kitchen, with 

plenty of overhead cupboards. Bathroom features 

screen shower door and there is a separate toilet. 

Rear courtyard area includes a shed, while there is a 

front verandah and car space. Priced at $229,950. 

 

New Residents 

We would like to welcome the following new residents 

to Gawler Community Retirement Homes: 

• Ross Borg moved into Unit 19, Elimatta Village in 

July. 

• Rob & Glennys Clothier moved into Unit 20, 

Elimatta Village in August. 

• Glenys Harrald moved into Unit 5, Elimatta 

Village, 2 – 7 Fotheringham Tce in August. 

The following units are vacant, but have prospective 

new residents who have paid a deposit: 

• Unit 22, James Martin Village. 

• Unit 12, James Martin Village. 

• Unit 14, Governor Gawler Village. 

• Unit 20, Governor Gawler Village. 

• Unit 2, Elimatta Village 

• Unit 9, Elimatta Village 

• Unit 25, Elimatta Village 

GCRH Administration Office Hours 

Our normal office hours are: 

Monday to Thursdays – 9.00am to 4.30pm 

Fridays – office attended most Fridays, but please 

make an appointment prior to attending office. 

For urgent action when the office is unattended, 

contact Brenton or Stephen on mob no. 0411 795 

585.  
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Directional Signage to be Finalised 

One of the jobs we had put on hold was our 

upgrading of village directional signage. Elimatta & 

James Martin Villages were completed previously. 

We have now asked Dynamix Signs to start work on 

the remaining four villages. The work includes 

placing directional signs at strategic locations; plus 

installing new numbers for each unit. 

Once finalised it will make it easier to identify each 

unit, particularly with regard to emergency services. 

We will add copies of the maps to our website and 

also provide copies to the ambulance service to 

assist them. 

Residence Rules 

Just a reminder to all residents of our Residence 

Rules. All contracts provide information on this and 

they are all quite reasonable and not too restrictive. 

It is part of what is offered in a retirement village and  

the expectations required of the Retirement Villages 

Act. Residents buying into our villages have an 

understanding that they are living within an 

environment, for the most part, of like-minded 

people, i.e. senior retirees. 

The Rules cover areas such, as noise, pets, parking, 

garbage, condition of units and more. With the 

update to the Act, we have updated the rules 

included with each contract (they haven’t changed 

much). However, if anyone would like the updated 

version call the administration office and we will get 

you a copy. 

 

 Victor Borge One-Liners!!! 

 

Victor Borge was called the “the funniest pianist on 

earth” and master of the one-liner: 

“One afternoon, when I was four years old, my father 

came home, and he found me in the living room in 

front of a roaring fire, which made him very angry. 

Because we didn't have a fireplace.” 

“The difference between a violin and a viola is that a 

viola burns longer. ” 

“I only know two pieces; one is 'Clair de Lune' and 

the other one isn't.” 

“I'd like to thank my parents for making this night 

possible. And my children for making it necessary.” 

“(Referring to the grand piano's natural shape) Isn't it 

a shame when those big fat opera singers lean 

against the pianos and bend them?” 

“Did you know that Mozart had no arms and no legs? 

I've seen statues of him on people's pianos.” 

“The conductor is a peculiar person. He turns his 

back on his friends in the audience, shakes a stick at 

his players in the orchestra, and then wonders why 

nobody loves him.” 

“Occasionally, a finger comes up to wipe a tear [of 

laughter] from the eye... and that's my reward... the 

rest goes to the government.” 

“I don't mind going back to daylight saving time. With 

inflation, the hour will be the only thing I've saved all 

year.” 

“I don't mind growing old. I'm just not used to it.” 

“I know [canned music] makes chickens lay more 

eggs and factory workers produce more, but how 

much more can they get out of you on an elevator?” 

He died in December 2000 aged 91, he was still 

performing in his 90th year. 

 


