
1 | P a g e  

 

 
 

December 2025                                 Newsletter               gcrh.au 

From the General Manager’s Desk 

It is with great sadness that we confirm the passing 

of our former Chairman, Dr Bruce Eastick AM at the 

age of 98. Bruce gave untiring volunteer service to 

the organisation for 50 years, always with a 

charitable mindset. 

He was Mayor of Gawler during two separate terms 

and was the Member for Light in state parliament for 

23 years, including serving as the leader of the state 

Liberals. He went within one seat of defeating Don 

Dunstan for Premier and then later served as the 

Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

His effect on our organisation will forever be 

remembered after the Board named the Lot 2 

development at James Martin Village as the Bruce 

Eastick Complex. 

He was involved in many organisations in Gawler 

and one of his proudest was being a charter Member 

of Gawler Rotary, which started 70 years of service. 

Bruce continued attending weekly meetings until the 

last couple of months. 

Bruce’s funeral will be held at Taylor & Forgie’s 

Adelaide Road Chapel on Thursday 18th December 

at 10.30am. This will be followed by a light luncheon 

at Nixon’s at Gawler Oval. 

 

Vale Dr Bruce 

Christmas/ New Year Arrangements  

•  The Administration Office will be closed from 

12.00pm on Tuesday the 23rd December and re-

open on Monday 5th January at 9.00am.  

•  During these times, all urgent maintenance requests 

should be made direct to Brenton or Stephen on the 

out of hours number 0411 795 585.  

•   We would ask that any maintenance request be 

made only if urgent. If it is something that can wait 

until New Year, please wait until Monday the 5th Jan. 

•    Rubbish Bins Collection :  

o Bins out on Friday 26th December  

– Collection Saturday 27th December.  

o Bins out on Friday 2nd January  

– Collection Saturday 3rd January.  

Bins will be put out on the Friday morning and emptied 

on Saturday. 

2026 Australia Day Holiday  

Note that the Australia Day Public Holiday in 2026 

will be on Monday 26th January. The Administration 

Office will be closed on this day.  

Residents Away or Holiday Guests 

A reminder about advising the office of when you are 

away or if you have guests staying. With the 

Christmas/New Year holidays, please let us know 

prior to the office closing at 12.00pm on Tuesday 23rd 

December. Leave a message if office closed, then we 

will have a record that we can check, if we need it. 

This is mainly in the case of an emergency situation. 

Annual General Meeting – 2025 Board 

The GCRH AGM was held on October 29th. The 

election of office bearers at the AGM resulted in no 

change to the Board. Confirming the following make-

up of the Board: 

Chairperson: Helen Sands 

Deputy Chairperson: Shane Hennessy 

Board Members: Craig Gogoll, Chris George, Sam 

Harnett, Naomi Reschke Nick Pullman, Dr Malcolm 

Richards, Phil Zeunert, Janet Done and Paul Weiss.  

We thank all Board Members for their continuing 

voluntary support for GCRH. 
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No Wind Power! 

 

Christmas Party & Hamper Draw 

The Residents Christmas Party, last month, saw 

around 90 residents & guests enjoy the day. It was 

great to see many of our new residents attend. 

Brunch came from the popular Gawler South Bakery. 

Bangers & Mash provided great entertainment that 

was well received. Thank you to the Thirsty Camel 

Bottle Shop at the Kingsford Hotel for their donations 

The annual Christmas Hamper draws were 

conducted on the day; all residents are eligible for 

the hampers (not just those at the party). Karen put 

together three excellent Hampers for the Christmas 

Hamper draws and the winners were: 

Xmas Hamper No.1 – Clem Schmidtke, James 

Martin Village. 

Xmas Hamper No.2 – Margaret Tow, Vin Rice Village. 

Xmas Hamper No.3 – Jan & Malcolm Colliver, 

James Martin Village. 

It was great that all were present on the day! 

2026 Social & Information Events 

Currently we are working on dates for 2026 events, 

and we will add more in the coming months. We can 

confirm details of the first two we have booked: 

Gawler Greyhounds Luncheon:  

This function is confirmed for Wednesday February 

18th at the Gawler Greyhounds, Nixon’s Function 

Centre. This is a daytime race meeting, and residents 

will enjoy lunch at the track. The price will be $5 per 

head and includes seating in Nixon’s, a senior’s menu 

for lunch and a mystery bet with the TAB. Drinks will 

be available at bar prices. GCRH is subsidising the 

price of the day’s entertainment. 

An invitation will be sent out to all residents in mid-

January.  

Support at Home Information Session: 

We have now booked a session with Anglicare SA to 

provide residents with the latest information on the 

changes to Community Aged Care Services, including 

the new Support at Home program. 

It will be held on Thursday 23rd April 2026 in the 

Humphrey George Hall at James Martin Village, 

commencing at 10.30am. We will have more 

information in the new year.   

*If anyone has any ideas for social functions or 

information sessions, please let us know. 

Don’t Worry, It’s Coming! 

 

Summary of Current Vacancies 

The list of current vacancies is: 

* Elimatta Village, 14 Tod Street – work progressing 

well. We will advertise early 2026 

We will have Subsidised Entry units available in 

Elimatta & James Martin in early 2026. 

* Please contact the office for more information. 

Remember if you provide us a contact who 

purchases a unit, we offer a ‘finder’s fee’. 

New Residents 

We would like to welcome the following new residents 

to Gawler Community Retirement Homes: 

• Margaret & Peter Lane moved into Governor Daly 

in October. 

• Sylvia Warren moved into James Martin in 

October. 

• Joyce Payne moved into Elimatta in November. 

• Karen Ruse moved into Vin Rice in October. 

• Margaret Leversedge moved into Dawes in 

December. 

The following units are vacant, but have prospective 

new residents who have paid a deposit: 

• Unit 3, Governor Gawler Village. 

• Unit 4, James Martin Village.   

* On behalf of the Board Members & Staff, we wish 

everyone a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 

We hope you enjoy our Christmas gift! 


