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From the General Manager’s Desk  

Hello everyone, it’s a pleasure to be joining Gawler 

Community Retirement Homes and becoming part of 

such a welcoming community.  

This month marks an important milestone as Peter 

begins his retirement after 12 wonderful years with 

Gawler Community Retirement Homes. Peter has a 

wealth of knowledge about our villages and has 

generously been sharing his experience and insights 

with me over the past months. On behalf of everyone, 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Peter for 

his dedication and contribution over the years. We 

wish him all the very best for a happy and well-

deserved retirement. Peter will be joining us at the 

annual residents meeting so if you don’t get to say 

goodbye before then, come say hello then.  

The James Martin Village developments are currently 

in the final stages of planning approval. Our 

maintenance team has been busy catching up on 

spring maintenance, while refurbishing recently 

vacated homes.  

I look forward to meeting more residents and working 

together to continue making our villages a great place 

to live. 

Farewell from Peter 

It now comes to an end; I passed 51 years of full-time 

employment this week! When I took this position, it 

was with the intention of it being my last leading to 

retirement; and so it has worked out. Along the way 

there have been a few bumps, but overall, it has been 

an enjoyable and satisfying role. The chance to work 

back in Gawler and in a community-based role has 

provided a perfect finale for me. I believe the future 

for the organisation is a positive one. 

To the Board Members and in particular Helen Sands 

our chairperson; thanks for the opportunity. They 

have all been great to work for and with. 

To our great staff (past & present), who have worked 

hard to support the organisation, everything has been 

much appreciated. I believe that you will be in good 

hands with Kianna. 

 

Finally, to all the residents, it has always been my 

number one priority that we provide support for you. 

Thank you for your response to me over the 12 years; 

you are part of a unique organisation. See you 

around! 

 

Annual Residents Meeting – All Villages 

The Residents Annual Meeting will be held at the 

Humphrey George Community Hall at James Martin 

Village, 19 Dawkins Avenue, Willaston on 

Wednesday 28th October commencing at 10.30am. 

Tea, coffee, biscuits and cakes will be provided. 

All residents will shortly receive an invitation, along 

with the Chairpersons Report and audited village 

statements for 2025-26; these will be discussed at the 

meeting. The statements are provided in a 

consolidated version covering All Villages.  

Services Fee Increases: 

The information for new Services Fees will also be 

sent with your invitation to the annual meeting.  

The Services Fees increases have been kept to an 

average of 3.11% between all the villages. This 

compares to the national CPI increase of 3.8% at the 

end of June. We have increases to wages above 

4%. Insurance is at around CPI, with increased 

replacement costs and adding cyber insurance. 

Council rates are up, but under CPI.  

* S P R I N G *  
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James Martin Village Development Updates  

Bruce Eastick Complex Stage 2: 

Planning approvals have now been confirmed and  

building certification should be finalised shortly. 

Tenders for the development of the new roadway to 

service the units and future stages have been called 

for. Initial stages of the repurposing of the buildings 

will begin shortly, with asbestos removal & 

demolition work. 

Reminding everyone that stage 2 will eventually see 

a further ten apartments repurposed from the current 

structure. These will all be offered as Subsidised 

Entry. 

Lot 5 Remaining Units: 

As advised last newsletter we will develop a further 

six units on Lot 5. Units 33 to 38 will feature three x 

two bedrooms & three x one bedroom plus sunroom. 

The plans are finalised and have been submitted for 

planning approval. Also to be included will be a new 

road to provide access. 

It is hoped that work will start in early 2027. 

Jason Hutchins from JR Hutchins Builders will again 

be providing support on both projects. 

Future Stages: 

A timeline has been developed along with the James 

Martin Masterplan; this has a proposed date of late 

2033 for completion of the village, which would have 

around 85 units & 16 apartments. 

Planning for the new administration office & 12 units 

on the main road and new roadway should start in 

mid 2027. 

 Call a Plumber! 

 

From the Board Table 

The Board met in August; following is a summary of 

some of the agenda items: 

Welfare & Safety -  

• Infectious diseases discussion 

Marketing Committee –  

• Social Functions – Lawn bowling. 

• Christmas Party 

• Gawler Show Stand 

• Resident Analysis Update 

James Martin Units – 

• BEC Stage 2, planning approval, road tender. 

• Update on Lot 5 Units. 

• Switchboard upgrade 

Property Committee –  

• Car Parks behind 14 Tod St 

• Dawes fencing replacement – Sourcing 
additional quote. 

Finance Committee – 

• Capital Maintenance Fund  
o 2026-27 expenditure estimates 

• Cash Report – strong cash position. 

• 2026-27 Final Budget. 

• Final Council rates. 

• Audit 2025-26 – being finalised. 

• Five year forecast. 

Executive Committee/Board Calendar –  

• Willaston Cemetery Management Plan – letter 
to council. 

• Voluntary Assisted Dying Policy – being 
finalised. 

• Annual General Meeting 

• Resident Risk Review 

 

Bruce Eastick Complex Switchboard Upgrade 

Residents in James Martin Village have already been 
written to regarding the upgrade of the switchboard 
servicing the Bruce Eastick Complex. But for the 
information of all residents, include details of this.  

We are required to upgrade the switchboard which 
services the, BEC, as well as the units 8 to 24 
including HWS. Also units 25 to 32 and then new ones 
on Lot 5. Fortunately we don’t have to replace the 
transformer. 

The electrician will commence preparatory work in the 
next few weeks. Eventually though we will need to 
shut down power to allow for the switchboard to be 
connected. We will be bringing in generators to power 
the apartments and units for a couple of days as the 
work is completed. The apartments in the BEC will 
then be abled to have individual meters to connect to. 

Once we have the final dates confirmed we will write 
to the James Martin residents and advise. There will 
be outages for short periods as the generators are 
hooked up and then transferring to the new 
switchboard. 

The electrical contractor will try and keep disruptions 
to as short a time as possible. 
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Welcome Jarrad Pain 

We apologise that we haven’t introduced everyone to 

Jarrad Pain who joined us at the end of July. We were 

about to advertise for a replacement for Michael Starr, 

when fortuitously Jarrad made contact with us. 

Both Peter & Simon new of Jarrad and his character 

from previous roles and after an interview it was 

agreed to bring him onto our maintenance staff. 

Jarrad has a background as an electrician. One of his 

many jobs included the electrical work for the Gawler 

Show for many years. 

He lives in Gawler and is very well known in the 

community. We welcome Jarrad to Gawler 

Community Retirement Homes 

 

Social Club News 

Held at JMV Humphrey George Hall at 19 Dawkins 

Ave, Willaston. 

Hello to Everyone in GCRH……. 

Well, what a fabulous Month August was….. we 

welcomed many new members to our Social Club at 

our Baked Potato Day.  It was well received.  

We would love to see some more new faces and 

members join our Happy Hour every 2nd Friday from 

3pm onwards. 

We have a Raffle every Happy Hour plus we have 

special functions at least once a month that the Social 

Club contributes towards, eg, Hotel lunch, Melbourne 

Cup Luncheon, Christmas Dinner, Pastie day, Pizza 

Day etc……. welcome any other ideas…… 

Please bring your own alcohol, but we supply some 

nibbles, tea and coffee and some soft drink, and if you 

so desire there is quoits, pool and darts available to 

play.  Perhaps you have a card game or scrabble you 

would like to do, with some new friends. We are open 

to adding other activities as we find, or you may 

recommend. 

Membership at the moment is $15.00 per person, per 

year. Naturally if you join now, we will adjust the fee 

as new membership is due from the 1st January 2027 

and we may have a slight increase. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

contact one of the following: 

PRESIDENT: Kaye Talbot   0427245229 

SECRETARY:  Val Mew   0423111689 

Up and coming Dates are as follows: 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

9th Oct 
Happy Hour 
BYO 

3rd Nov 
Melb Cup Lunch 
Chicken/Salad 

4th Dec 
Happy Hour 
BYO 

23rd Oct 
Sausage Sizzle 
With toppings 

6th Nov 
Happy Hour BYO 

18th Dec 
Happy Hour 
cancelled 

 
20th Nov 
Pancake Day 
Sweet & Savoury 

19th Dec 
Xmas Dinner 
3 Courses 

We need numbers attending for any of the special 
functions, small contribution required, so please let us 
know if coming……. 

2026 Social & Information Events 

We had an enjoyable outing to the Gawler Bowling 

Club last month. It was a perfect day weatherwise, 

and great the over 40 people attending, many enjoyed 

the social bowling, games and socialising. 

Wed. October 28th: Annual Residents Meeting 

Annual Residents Meeting Wednesday 28th October 

2026, commencing at 10.30am. Held at the 

Humphrey George Community Hall, at James Martin 

Village.  

Wed. November 25th: GCRH Christmas Party  

We can definitely confirm the Annual Residents 

Christmas Party date is set for Wednesday 25th 

November 2026. The Hewett Centre is now managed 

by Light Council and we had concerns over late 

changes to hire fees. We have consulted with the 

Council on this and happy with the result. So, the party 

will be at The Hewett Centre and commence at 

10.30am. Bangers & Mash will be entertaining us with 

a Christmas Concert. All residents welcome. 

Christmas Hamper Draw: 

The Christmas Party will include our annual 

Christmas Hamper draw. It is always great when the 

winners are present at the party, so this is another 

incentive to join us. 

Karen will be organising the hampers. All residents 

will be included in the draw and we will advise the 

winners directly (hopefully at the party) and announce 

them in the December newsletter and on Facebook. 
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2027 Social & Information Events 

We are currently working on dates for 2027 and we 

will have more information in the next few months.  

We hope to offer a Gawler Cinemas silver screening, 

when we have a suitable option. Hopefully in 

February/March. Everyone will receive an invitation 

when we book one. 

More to come on future events in future newsletters 

* We welcome suggestions for future social activities, 

please contact the Admin Office. We are always on 

the lookout for interesting ideas. 

Current Villages Vacancies 

Gov Daly Village: 

Unit 15, 4A Daly Street 

Excellent design two bedroom. Large lounge, meals, 

kitchen, both beds w/- s/d robe. 

Quality near new kitchen includes s/s appl.; cooktop, 

under bench oven, rangehood, m/wave prov & sink 

w/- mixer tap; plenty of cupboard space, with 

o/heads & convenient corner carousels. Bath w/- 

new vanity basin & mixer tap, plus new shower 

screen door. New carpets and near new vinyl planks; 

new blinds. Split system r/c aircon & ceiling fans t/o; 

garage UMR with int. access. Rear courtyard with 

pergola & room for entertaining. Sep toilet & sep 

laundry, linen & broom cupboards. Very private 

location, close to the main street. Priced “From 

$455,000 to $499,000. 

Other vacancies: 

We are about to advertise Subsidised Entry units 

now. Units 32 & 41  Elimatta Village & Unit 7 James 

Martin Village. While also about to advertised will be 

James Martin Village Unit 8, which will be priced in a 

range of $460,000 to $490,000. 

New Residents 

We would like to welcome the following new residents 

to Gawler Community Retirement Homes: 

• Trevor and June moved into James Martin Village 

in September. 

The following units are vacant, but have prospective 

new residents who have paid a deposit: 

• Unit 10, Gov Gawler Village. 

• Unit 18, Gov Gawler Village 

• Unit 1, 14 Tod Street Elimatta Village. 

• Unit 6, 1 David Vin Rice Village. 

Units under deposit can still be viewed.  

Don’t leave items visible in cars 

Residents are reminded to take extra care with 

vehicle security following recent incidents where 

resident vehicles have been damaged. Please 

remove valuables and personal items from sight, even 

if you are only away from your vehicle for a short time. 

New newsletter section: Recipe swap 

Food has a way of bringing people together, creating 

memories, and connecting us to family traditions. With 

that in mind, if you have a favourite recipe, you'd like 

to share we’d love to feature a Resident Recipe 

Spotlight in future editions. Perhaps it's a famous 

sponge cake, hearty soup, treasured family 

casserole, or a special cultural dish that has been 

enjoyed for generations. 

To get started, I'm sharing a classic favourite that's 

perfect for enjoying with a cuppa. 

Classic Apple Crumble  Serves: 6 

Ingredients 

Filling 

6 apples, peeled and sliced 

2 tablespoons sugar 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Crumble Topping 

1 cup plain flour 

½ cup rolled oats 

½ cup brown sugar 

125g butter, chilled and diced 

Method 

Preheat oven to 180°C. 

Place sliced apples in a baking dish and sprinkle with 

sugar and cinnamon. 

In a bowl, combine flour, oats and brown sugar. 

Rub in the butter until the mixture resembles coarse 

breadcrumbs. 

Sprinkle the crumble mixture evenly over the apples. 

Bake for 35-40 minutes or until golden brown and 

bubbling. 

Serve warm with cream, custard or ice cream. 

If you'd like to share a recipe, we’d love to hear from 

you. We look forward to sharing your culinary 

creations and the stories that make them special. 

Happy cooking and bon appétit! 


