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9th July 2015                                 Newsletter 

 

It is hard to believe that we are already past the 

half way mark of 2015. What isn’t hard to 

believe is that we are still only half way through 

winter. It seems to be one of the coldest we 

have had for a few years, in particular that it 

seemed to start earlier than the norm. 

Perhaps the best way to look at it is that spring 

is only just around the corner. 

A reminder also that spring means the annual 

residents meetings aren’t that far away. They 

are scheduled to be held on Wednesday 28th 

October at Gawler TAFE. All residents will 

receive a reminder along with the annual village 

accounts prior to the meeting. 

Maintenance Team 

We advised all residents of the appointment to 

our Maintenance Assistant position recently. We 

are extremely pleased to welcome Stephen 

Langford to the staff. The appointment followed 

a thorough appointment process, aimed at 

ensuring we would be offering a skilled 

maintenance team to support all residents. 

We have had some feedback from residents and 

can confirm that while Stephen is an A class 

electrician, he will perform all tasks required by 

our team. 

We have also reappointed Graham Strong & 

Warren Spry as our Maintenance Officer’s; we 

thank them for their continuing support. 

The skills now provided by our maintenance 

team include, general building, carpentry, 

electrical, TV cabling, welding, horticultural and 

painting. 

The other feedback we have received is a 

concern that the changes will lead to increased 

maintenance fees. We can assure residents that 

the budget was paramount in our consideration 

of the changes. It will have minimal effect on the 

fees. The main issues that affect these are 

mostly charges beyond our control; such as 

council rates, emergency service levies, 

insurance charges and water rates.  

And what a fine looking team we have! 

 

Back Row: Warren, Brenton, Steve, Graham 

Front Row: Lyn, Peter 

Pest Control  

Adelaide Pest Control has been visiting villages 

over the last few weeks. This is as per the 

budget and is part of the annual and ongoing 

control and was in the budgeting for 2014-15. 

This work is covered by your weekly 

maintenance fees and will be included in your 

annual financial statements. 

Aged Rights Advocay Service (ARAS) 

For the information of all residents, (ARAS) 

launched a retirement village residents’ 
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advocacy service in late 2014 that aims to 

provide support to residents with regard to 

issues which relate to their residency. 

The Aged Rights Advocacy Service Inc (ARAS) 

is a not-for-profit community based organisation, 

providing advocacy support since 1990. 

It is an independent, rights based organisation 

that aims to promote and protect the rights and 

wellbeing of older people, through the provision 

of information, education, support and 

representation. 

The Aged Rights Advocacy Service is commonly 

known as ARAS and offers a free, statewide and 

confidential advocacy service. 

The advocate aims to:1) Provide information 

about rights and entitlements relating to 

residency of Retirement Villages. 

2) Provide advocacy support, assistance or 

representation when individual resident and/or 

groups of residents need to: · Contact an 

administering authority · Contact OFTA · Attend 

Residential Tenancy Tribunal or South 

Australian Civil and Administering tribunal. 

We welcome this new option for retirement 

village residents needing assistance. Their web 

site is www.sa.agedrights.asn.au. 

Government Concessions 

We have received a confirmation letter from the 

Department for Communities and Social 

Inclusion stating Residents who currently 

receive council rate concession do not need to 

apply for the Cost of Living Concession of $200 

which replaces $190 council concession. 

Resident Social Outings 

We were pleased with the attendance at the 

Gawler Cinema silver screen session in April. 

We had around 40 residents and friends attend 

and most seemed to enjoy the morning. It is 

likely we will book another film in the near future.  

Gawler & Barossa Jockey Club – Seniors 

Race Day 

Unfortunately the Gawler & Barossa Jockey 

Club advised us that they had to move the race 

meeting on July 1st, so the Seniors Raceday 

was cancelled. The Club apologised to us, but it 

was beyond their control. 

The Club has advised that they will re-schedule 

the Seniors Race Day meeting to Wednesday 

7th October. We will have more details for 

residents closer to the event. 

Dundas Street Carports 

Work on the building of the new carports on 

Dundas Street has begun. Please be aware that 

there will be contractors on site at various times 

during the construction stages. We do not 

envisage that there will be any major access 

restrictions to the current carports; however 

there may be some minor inconveniences at 

times. We ask for your patience and should you 

have any problems a word to the workers will 

allow them to help you out. 

The process for the work will be as follows: 

Site preparation work has been completed. This 

included the digging out of the areas where the 

carports will be built and the garden areas 

immediately around these areas. 

The next step will be erecting the two banks of 3 

carports and single roof extension over the 

existing car park. There will be one bank at the 

southern end next to southern carport path and 

the other at the northern end next to the path. 

This work should take a couple of days. 

Concrete floors for the new banks will then be 

poured. Finally reparation work to the gardens 

will be completed. This will include the Kath 

McInerney Rose Garden. 

Once the carports are completed, we will then 

proceed with allocating the new spaces to the 

residents. We have already contacted the 

residents that have or previously had spaces in 

Dundas Street or Tod Street. A plan for the 

allocations is ready, but we will contact residents 

that will be allocated new parking spaces prior to 

this being finalised. We will also be numbering 

all spaces in Elimatta Village to assist residents.  

Once we have finalised the new allocation plan, 

we will send each resident/s a confirmation letter 

regarding their car allocation; along with a copy 

of the allocation plan.  

http://www.sa.agedrights.asn.au/
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Please contact the Administration Office should 

you have any questions. 

Michael Abraham 

Michael Abraham is no longer an employee of 

GCRH. We would like to acknowledge Michael’s 

service and wish him the best in his future 

endeavours. 

NBNCo In Gawler  

NBNCo have contacted some residents 

regarding inspecting residences in preparation 

for connecting NBN facilities to the homes. I 

have asked the contractor to contact the Office 

on these matters, so that I can advise our 

residents. I have sent copies of the letter to 

those villages I have received, however some of 

you may have received them directly 

The inspection is part of the process of installing 

the optic fibre cable individually to your unit. 

There is no charge to you for the inspection and 

we recommend all residents to allow this to be 

done. 

If you have received the letter, please contact 

the contractor to organise a time for the 

representative to access your premises. 

The next step will involve the connection to your 

property and they advise we will be sent another 

notice once this step is ready to be undertaken. 

We would encourage all residents to ensure that 

this work is done, especially while there is no 

cost. Having your unit connected to the fibre 

optic network will only enhance its value. 

Once the work is eventually completed, you will 

then be able to contact your telephone provider 

(eg Telstra) and discuss what options you have 

to use the new service if you wish to. 

Vacancies and New Residents 

We would like to welcome the following new 

residents to Gawler Community Retirement 

Homes: 

 Jean Fairbrass moved into Unit 10 Gov Daly 

Village in April. 

 Ern & Barbara Marshall moved into Unit 5 

Gov Daly in April. 

 Don & Pat Lewis moved into Unit 18 Gov 

Gawler in April.  

 Peter & Val Dickeson moved into Unit 2 1 

Fotheringham Terrace, Elimatta Village in 

May. They are returning residents to GCRH. 

 Barbara Cooper is the first resident to move 

into the 18 Tod Street units. She has taken 

Unit 42 and took up residence in May. 

The following units are vacant, but have 

prospective new residents that have paid a 

deposit: 

 Unit 8 Governor Gawler Village. 

Current vacancies in our villages are: 

 Vacancies in three units at 18 Tod St, 

one bedroom plus sunroom – licencing 

price $169,950 (maintenance fee: $78 

p/w) 

 Unit 7, 2 – 7 Fotheringham Terrace, 

Elimatta Village. One bedroom unit, being 

fully refurbished – contribution price 

$35,000 (maintenance fee: $72 p/w) 

 Unit 17, 2 – 7 Fotheringham Terrace, 

Elimatta Village. One bedroom unit, being 

fully refurbished – contribution price 

$35,000 (maintenance  fee: $72 p/w) 

Please contact the office for more information on 

the vacancies. 

 

GCRH Administration Office Hours 

A reminder that our normal office hours are: 

Monday to Thursdays – 9.00am to 4.30pm 

Fridays – By Appointment 

As mentioned last newsletter Manager Peter 

Smith is available in the office most Friday’s. 

However the best option, should you require to 

see him on a Friday, is to arrange a prior 

appointmen; he can then confirm his availability.  

There are occasions when the office is open, but 

staff are out; in this case, a sign is placed on the 

office door indicating an approximate return 

time; you can now leave a message on the sign.  

 

Should you have something needing urgent 

action and the office is unattended, then you can 
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contact Brenton on the mobile number 0411 795 

585.  

If you have any questions, please give Lyn or 

Peter a call in the office. 

Locking Letter Boxes 

A warning regarding letter box security. We had 

a report to the office in the last couple of months 

of mail being taken from a resident’s assigned 

letter box. We suggest to all of our residents that 

don’t have a locked letter box, it would be worth 

arranging it. Should you need any help with this, 

please give the office a call. 

Th@ts Furniture & Bedding, Gawler Park 

GCRH reminds you of the support of Th@ts 

Furniture & Bedding as a supporter. They are 

situated at the Gawler Park Homemaker 

Centre, which is on Adelaide Road, behind the 

Caltex service station. You will find Th@ts 

Furniture & Bedding at the western end of the 

centre. They are assisting us with the sales of 

the 18 Tod Street unit by providing furniture in 

unit one, to give prospective residents a guide. 

The furniture in the unit is available for sale and 

there is a special offer for anyone that views the 

units or is a resident of GCRH. 

 

Tod Street Units Drakes Foodland Offer 

The special Drakes Foodland offer is still 

available to the remaining units at 18 Tod Street. 

Anyone that purchases one of these units will 

receive a $500 Drakes Foodland voucher. Once 

the agreement is finalised, the new resident will 

receive the Drakes Foodland voucher at the 

time of the key handover. 

Potential residents can organise to view the 

units by contacting the office during normal 

hours. 

 

Garage Roller Door Maintenance 

A resident recently advised of an offer received 

in the mail to service a garage automatic roller 

door. Just reminding all residents that 

maintenance of your garage doors is the 

responsibility of GCRH as part of your 

maintenance fees. So if you do have any issues, 

don’t hesitate to contact the office. 

We Need a Laugh! 

* Ralph is driving home one evening, when he 

suddenly realizes that it's his daughter's birthday and 

he hasn't bought her a present.  

He drives to the mall, runs to the toy store, and says 

to the shop assistant, "How much is that Barbie in 

the window?"  

In a condescending manner, she says, "Which 

Barbie?" She continues, "We have Barbie Goes to 

the Gym for $19.95, Barbie Goes to the Ball for 

$19.95, Barbie Goes Shopping for $19.95, Barbie 

Goes to the Beach for $19.95, Barbie Goes 

Nightclubbing for $19.95, and Divorced Barbie for 

$265.00."  

Ralph asks, "Why is the Divorced Barbie $265.00 

when all the others are only $19.95?" "That's 

obvious," the saleslady says. "Divorced Barbie 

comes with Ken's house, Ken's car, Ken's boat, 

Ken's furniture..." 

* Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within 

a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to 

stand on the edge of their pool and throw them fish? 

 

 


